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The price of the WYD pilgrimage is often one of
the biggest hurdles for young adults to overcome.

The cost can appear out of reach. Knowing that
this will be a considerable investment will require
great sacrifice, we encourage interested persons

to begin prayerfully fundraising as soon as
possible. We also know that this will be an

experience that will impact participants and bear
great fruit for years to come. However, remember
that you are not alone in this effort – involve the

community around you and trust in the Lord. The
fundraising process can be spiritually enriching, as
you see how God provides to make the pilgrimage

possible for you.
 

The earlier you begin fundraising efforts, the
better. A longer time span allows more time to
accumulate the necessary funds. Do not rely on

only one means of funding –different means,
which we will discuss further, can be carried out at

the same time. Develop a budget for how much
you reasonably expect to raise through each

means, and then start working toward that goal.
 

"Take away the many fears, suspicions, doubts by
which I prevent you from being my Lord, and give me

the courage and freedom to appear naked and
vulnerable in the light of your presence, confident in

your unfathomable mercy" - Henri Nowen



FUNDRAISING           
OPPURTNITIES

Parish Support

Friends 
and Family

Community 
Organizations

Personal
Sacrifice



PARISH SUPPORT
Find out who else at your parish has interest in
going to WYD, especially if your parish has an
active Young Adult Ministry. Work together and
approach your pastor for permission to organize
a parish-wide fundraiser.

This can include a bake sale after Mass,
offering services for parishioners (mowing
lawn, cleaning gutters, babysitting, etc.)

Ask for permission to make a pulpit
announcement after Mass. 
Contact your parish Youth/YA Minister to find
out if the parish group is organizing any
fundraising events that you might be able to
assist with in return for a share of the proceeds.
Youth groups often need adults to help
supervise activities.
If neither of the above is possible at your parish,
ask whether the parish can commit to help you
financially in some other way.
For all of these options, you might solicit prayer
intentions from the parish to bring with you,
share the experience with the parish via a blog
or social media during the pilgrimage, and/or
create a slideshow presentation upon your
return to show the parish what happened and
the fruits of the pilgrimage in your life.



COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS
Approach community organizations, such as
your local Knights of Columbus council, to
inquire about funding potential. 
This can be done individually or as a group of
young adults if there are several of you
planning to attend the pilgrimage. 
In return, you might offer to help with
community events that they organize, as well
as solicit prayer intentions and share the
experience through a blog or slideshow.

FAMILY AND FRIENDS
Mobilize your personal network of family,
friends, and co-workers to support you
through a fundraising website, such as
GoFundMe. 
This method not only raises money, but also
allows your closest community to
participate in the pilgrimage through their
own sacrifices. Keep them updated through
the crowdfunding website as well as a blog
or social media throughout the pilgrimage,
and of course thank them in some way
upon your return.



PERSONAL SACRIFICE
How much can you save up between now
and the final payment due date? What
expenditures might you be able to give up in
order to direct that money to WYD instead?
Some suggestions:

Forego replacing older electronics or
clothes for another year
Downgrade or cancel your video
streaming subscription(s) for a period of
time
Switch to making your daily coffee at
home rather than purchasing it
Eat out one less time per week or fast
from alcohol

Even small sacrifices can accumulate to a
significant amount over a long period of time.
The spiritual benefits of personal sacrifice can
really add up too, similar to what we
experience during Lent.

"Those of us who ask for money need to look carefully
at ourselves. The question is not how to get the

money. Rather, the question is about our relationship
with money" - Henri Nowen



 WHO TO ASK FOR 
Funds

Family : Consider more than just your immediate
family and include people you might see over the
holidays or relatives who live in a different state.

Friends – These include your BFF's as well as your
acquaintances. Consider your friends from all different

times of your life: elementary school, college, and more! 

Community Groups – Think about all the clubs in which
you participate: civic, volunteer activities, alumni – both

in-person and virtual groups.

Businesses you frequent – Consider asking your doctor,
your friends at the gym, your hair dresser, dry cleaner

Professional relationships: start with your current
colleagues and branch out from there to former co-

workers from previous positions



HOW TO ASK FOR
Funds

Give them a call!

Mail a letter

Email or 
Social Media

In person ask!



A PRAYER FOR FUNDRAISERS
Good and gracious God, we recognize all life is

a gift and a blessing. We thank you for your
most generous love. Encourage us to be

persons of honesty and integrity, worthy of
proclaiming the Gospel, in this sacred ministry
of fundraising. Help us to always reverence the

sacred space where our donors and our
missions meet. Give us openness to listen to
the needs of our donors. Give us joyful spirits,
and an eagerness to engage others. Give us

hopeful imagination and creative vision,
recognizing generosity in even the smallest

gift. Give us strong, steadfast hearts in times of
discouragement. Give us trusting hearts,
knowing that the fruits of labors will be
realized long after we are gone. Give us

faithful hearts, deeply committed to Your
realm. Let us feel Your Presence so that we
know we are never truly alone. Remind us
always that what we do for the least of our
sisters and brothers, we do for you. We ask
this in Jesus’ name and in unity of the Holy

Spirit. Amen. 
Credit to: Sisters of Charity of Nazareth


